Bethany Lutheran Church
22384 State Rd 48/87
P.O. Box 8

Grantsburg, WI 54840

(715) 463-5746

Pastor's home phone number (715) 463-5552
blchurch@grantsburgtelcom.net

Sunday Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship

Women’s Circle Meetings for July

[ (0] No Meeting This Month
(Next Meeting: August"8at Espresso Cabin at Noon)

LOVE. No Meeting This Month
(Next Meeting: September)

Faith.........ooi No Meeting This Month

(Next Meeting: August 2bat Church at 6:30pm)

July, 2008 .... From Bethany Lutheran Church ELCA

“Jesus told them many things in parables, sayingien! A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path hanoinds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not hauveh soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. But when thersge, they were scorched; and since they
had no root, they withered away. Other seedsafalbng thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil, anddirt forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with earghst - Matthew 13:3-9

Dear friends in Christ,

The seed that is being ‘sowed’ is the Word of Gtids spread seemingly haphazardly and
indiscriminately. It is not confined to gardendfietds and planted in neat little rows, but rather
scattered everywhere. This seed sprouts evemriartlikely places, but it doesn’t truly grow unléss
is planted in good soil. That which falls on tradlp Jesus explains, is like the person who héars t
word but does not understand it and the evil og¢ches it right out of the person’s heart. That
which falls on rocky ground is like the person wiears the Word and at first receives it joyfullyt b
when trouble arises they turn away. And that wlgcsown in thorns is like the person who hears the
word, but the cares of this world and the lure e&lth and materialism choke out the woBlit, the
seed that falls on ‘good soil’ is like the persdmomearsandunderstandshe Word, and bears
plentiful fruit.

Beginning this fall, we will be working together belp prepare the ground of our hearts, to
create ‘good soil’ for God’s Word to be sowed up@ne of the 4 Keys for nurturing disciples in the
home and the congregation which we looked at dutérg was through the practice of devotions.
Devotional time offers the opportunity for onehiear God’s Word, as well as meditate on it and
understandt. In our newsletters, there have been “Passimthe Faith” inserts which are made
available to help prepare ‘good soil’ in the hondend in a couple of months we will begin “The
Book of Faith Initiative.” This will offer us thepportunity to gather as a congregation to heln eac
other grow in our understanding of God’s Word sat ts disciples we will produce and bear fruit
“one hundred, sixty, or thirtyfold.”

In Christ,
Pastor Jay
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/7 \\ BIBLE For those who like hot weather (myself excluded thonth could be a good one for you. If
(6) CAMP the recent pattern continues we should be abledloforward to bright skies, plenty of sun, and
warm temps. Here are a few other things to look fo

Gardens are a-growing:My garden is finally starting to look like a veggyarden.

_ ] 2% This month if we get the sunny weather we ouglsiei® a lot of growth in the garden.
Greetings from Luther Point! JuBo3 % Remember, your veggies and flowers aren't the tiihgs growing - the weeds are too.
Zdh ANNUAL QUILT AND CRAFT AUCTION:  August 10, 2008 is the date to put on Time spent Weeding will go far to he|p out the pﬁayou want to grow.
your calendar. Come join us for a day of fun, gfead, wonderful quilts and a good day to help “Knee High by the 4" of July”? Speaking of gardens, my sweet corn will
raise funds for your Bible Camp. Quilt viewingrssaaround 10 am with the Luther Point Summer certainly not be making knee high. My corn migtetke mid-shin by the™but not much
Staff leading us in worship at 11 am. The Pig Rbasch starts around noon and the Auction starts

more than that. | think that many people got prantate because of the odd weather we
at 1:15 pm. Come support yoBible camp with generous bidding and a generoasthe had this spring. | hope your corn is faring betiem mine.

Insects — Round ThreeWe survived the first waves of ticks and mosqustbet
now the joyous third wave of insect marauders snups: deer flies. They arrived with a
vengeance this week and | quickly became a mafsilofg arms as | swung wildly at the
swarm. If you go into the woods or fields you nwegnt to consider bringing a head net,
bug spray, or a full suit of armor — these guystaogh.

Fish Kills: a DNR announcement | read recently mentioneddiigtcommonly
brings fish die-offs to some lakes as the tempesattarms into the high 60s and 70s.
Bacteria flourish at those temperatures in ourdad@d in some cases cause massive die-
It is not too late to register for Caimp offs of fish. Keep your eyes peeled and if youséeh a problem contact the DNR.
Register online at LutherPoint.org or call us a-6B9-2347. An Amazing Bald Eagle:l also read recently of an eagle that was fouradide
2 %ﬁ northern Wisconsin. It was banded as an eaglE®17! This is the oldest recorded eagle
lZiblay in the upper Midwest! | was amazed because itol@er than | am. Yikes that's old! ;)

Opportunities for Wildlife Viewing: This is always the time of year that animals
like deer and bear are more visible in our area.th& crazy biting flies attack them in the
woods the animals seek a respite in the open airthie water hoping for relief. Keep a
look out, you might see all kinds of big game arigiihis month.

Top Water Fishing: July is usually when | start to get excited fqu teater bass
@ fishing. |love to go out just before sunset vatHoating rapala, surface popper, or
to learn about and experience Jesus Christ irtiagef work, play, and g9 floating frog bait. The warm water has these &shbited and they hit the baits hard. It's
fellowship. Camp has reached the halfway markaglyeut with e incredibly exciting to see them hit a lure! Witrethigh quality bass fishing that can be
several more great weeks ahead it looks like casrgtér have a lot of found in the area | highly recommend an evening lfighing outing.
great opportunities to experience camp. Exotic Lake Invaders: Keep your boat clean when you come off the baapta
That's the message the DNR wants people to gestimsner. In an effort to keep
invasive species and diseases out of our wateravagsv force of deputy conservation
please call the office at 689-2347 for detailsmParships are available wardens has begun work to educate people aboutdgat your boat out of the launch
for those with any kind of financial need — we'kidito make it so without carrying aquatic hitchhikers. Laws in ganandate cleaning your trailer of
money is not a factor in whether or not a childgytsecamp. aquatic plants and now there will be an enforcerpeggence behind it.

HAVE A GREAT JULY!

Forming Faith, Polnting to Christ

Opening More Doors Together Capital Campaign UpdateWe have started the asking
process for the Leadership Gift Phase of the Cagnpal'he Luther Point Board of Directors has
pledged a little over $60,000 toward the projaste have other pledges totaling $73,000 from
families and individuals and the Women of the ELB#&ision has committed themselves to raising
$70,000 over the next three to five years. Mgt Committees are functioning in four areas @ th
Camp Association right now and additional visits being planned or made with prospective donors.

Thank you for your partnership! , Director

Luther Point Summer Update:
Camp is in full swing and campers are enjoyingrteemmer getaway

If you know someone who would like to attend carhpugher Point




—July 2008
Greetings Friends:

Note: The Holy Spirit must be moving this montk.I'¥e reflected about the month of July |
was reminded of the warm temperatures and the sunsiWhen | thought of those things the growth
of the garden came to mind. As | reflected on gasgdseeds, and growing plants, | began to notice
some parallels between them and us as Christibhkeow the Spirit is moving because Pastor Jay
had a similar idea for his letter this month. Tlaag not quite the same and | figure that the Holy
Spirit really wants this message heard. May thesage reach you as God sees fit.

Let's begin with a seed- a lowly, common, unrembl&aeed. That seed when placed in the
soil will simply sit there; its life begins with ¢hadvent of being watered. We too as Christiagibe
our life with Christ with the advent of the lifewgng waters of our Holy Baptism.

Now that life has begun the seed and the Christiiftbegin to grow. Drawing on the soil in
which it was planted (the community in which weelisthe seed will sprout and grow. It gets larger
and larger drawing more and more from the soil adatt As we all know the soil in which a
Christian “seed” is planted is not always good.stil the parable of the sower (as Pastor Jay
illustrated) the seed had different challenges dbasewhere it was sown. Authentic, Available, and
Affirming adults (AAA Adults) around a young persuwiil help to nurture their seed of faith and
provide the good soil they need to grow.

That young plant then gets to the point that willee a new phase of its life; that of producing
flowers. This part of life could be likened to dbonfirmation where we reaffirm our life given in
our baptism and prepare to move ahead in our lifie @hrist. It is at this point that we as Chiasts
prepare ourselves to take that next step. Nexpldrg will form flowers which will begin to bloom.
We as Christians will bloom in our faith as we fearore about ourselves and about Christ, and
interact with those around us. This is a prepayattep, preparing ourselves to bear fruit. When t
flower is pollinated it is complete and begins ta s energy into bearing fruit; making seeds to
propagate the next generation of plants. We tdotaistians reach a point where we've met Jesus
Christ in our lives, know him as our Lord and Sayviehere we've seen firsthand his love for us, and
where we've seen the need for us to be his handifeai in this world — that is when we begin to
bear fruit. Our “pollination” is experienced agearning given to us by the Holy Spirit to seek to
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. When tkés tplace we begin to share our faith with others,
telling our story so that others may see Christsrfyes even Lutherans talk about how they came to
faith). We also yearn to help those around usfizadourselves caring for those in need, helpirgy th
hungry, the sick, the least, the lost, and thédéfe. [The King will reply, 'l tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the least of thesehanst of mine, you did for me.' - Matthew 25}40.

This fruit that we bear as Christians forms seadsthers that may help to grow them into fruit
bearing Christians if that seed is properly nudur&o, let us all be both the plant and the gaden
let us produce fruit but let us also help to nuetilre seeds of faith that we see forming in theagou
people of our congregation and our community. ayghat you will see that you are someone that
young people look to as a model of faith. | priagttyou make yourself available, that you are
authentic with them, and that you affirm them igitHaith — praying that you all become AAA adults
for the youth of today. May the Lord bless yowas bear fruit in our world.
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The following is the latest on the Wisconsin flood from Pastor Gary Grindeland, State
Coordinator for Lutheran Disaster Response. There are a few locations ready for
volunteers. Please consider promoting cash donations to Lutheran Disaster Response and
contacting one of the locations/persons below to put together volunteer assistance.

As the waters recede, the needs increase. Please pray for those who have been impacted .
.. and then respond!! God's Work, Our Hands . . . never truer than right now!! Give to
Lutheran Disaster Relief for the great work it does across the globe and locally through
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. Today and tomorrow, the focus
is on volunteer . . . and you can help. Here is a listing of some immediate volunteer needs:

Gays Mills, call 608-735-4867

Ozaukee County, call Emergency Management at 262-238-8397, or visit their website:
WWW.Cc0.0zaukee.wi.us

City of Jefferson, call Paul Franz 608-516-0296

Newvillle (Rock County), call Phil 608-373-3851

Baraboo, call 608-558-5844

Remember, call first. If needs are being met in one area, there are certainly others that will
have the same kinds of needs. Thanks in advance for your response. LDR needs your
response as well.

Gary

Pastor Gary A. Grindeland

Vice President of Church & Community Relations

State Coordinator for Lutheran Disaster Response

Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin & Upper Michigan, Inc.
647 W. Virginia St., Suite 300

Milwaukee, WI 53204-1535

Care to Spare

The Spooner/Grantsburg office of Regional Hospideaking for a few compassionate people who
would like to donate their time to help those ia thst months of life. Hospice volunteers visit
patients, do minor errands and housekeeping, dow alfull time caregiver to have some respite.
For those wanting to support hospice who feel thigangths are in other areas, Regional Hospice
needs help with office work, fundraising, and palglations as well. All prospective volunteers go
through a five week training program which includ®@srmation on communication skills,
bereavement, medical issues, and the specifissiekded by visitors to a patient’s home.

Jeanette Laqua of Siren has been a volunteer weitioRal Hospice for twelve years. “I think | get
more out of it than | give to people. It's a gdedling to be able to help people to live untilythe
die.”

Carole Sorenson of Spooner says, “My husband ansamyoth had hospice care. It really was
helpful to have someone come in and relieve meplealon’t understand how hard it is to care for
someone while you are so hurting and tired. Baihgspice volunteer is my way of giving back. |
find so much comfort and peace from helping thegiaers to get a break. | find a sense of purpose
in this work.”

Hospice volunteers get great satisfaction fromwhbek they do. The volunteers also learn important
skills. According to Mary Lou Gabriel, of Spoon#fospice has taught me many lessons. The most
important one | have learned is to be a betterist and also to enjoy each day because it ig.a gif

The next Regional Hospice volunteer training claagins August 11th. Anyone interested in the
class or in more information about Regional Hosjmoencouraged to call the Regional Hospice
Office at (715)635-9077 or Kathy Hansen, voluntssordinator, at (715) 205-6425.

Apple River Conference Women'’s Retreat — Saturday Aqust 2%, 2008

The event will take place at Luther Point Bible Qawith registration beginning at 8:30am; 9:00am
the program begins. Cost for this event is $8.8&includes registration, coffee and lunch.
Registrations are due by July'®8o hurry and get yours in today.

The speaker for this year’s event is Sharry Wéldvitlest of 7 children, born & raised in the Dilut
area. Sharry is a musician, songwriter, recordntigt for over 30 years, and Braille music teacher

Sharry says: “l accepted Jesus as my Savior #teagirl and through the years as | have grown, so
have my knowledge and understanding of Him gro@od is so good | can’t help but sing of Him,
to Him and trust that you will be blessed as yopegience His love, forgiveness, cleansing and
presence celebrating life and eternity as we cantikee water and sit at Jesus’ feet.
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and abounding in steadfast love. Lord, you aredgoall, and
your compassion is over all your works (Psalm 148RSV)

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slovanger

LSM's

In the Evening: (Matthew 11:25-26—July'® Loving God, we come to you this evening with your
light yoke upon us, and we claim your promise §foat will grant us rest. Watch over all of us this
night that we may live to serve you and to loveeaghanother day. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer: (July gospel readings about seeds and soil) Nugusiod, you cause the seeds
of faith to grow in the hearts of your people, god open the seeds of the ground so all may be fed
and nourished. We give you great thanks for tinasederful blessings. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

#1 — Faith Talk: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23, talks about seeds that kamted in different kinds of soil.
Some are good places and some are not. Readtlratethen talk with one another about how
your heart can be good soil for the word of Godrtmw in.

#2 — Devotional Practices:

#3 — Rituals and Traditions : It is easy for us to take for granted the gift that close friends and
family are to us. This month remember to make exgprayers and Bible readingraual.
Remember also to make the sign of the cross onaoother’'s foreheads in remembrance of
God'’s love.

#4 — Service:



Youth Activities on the Horizon:

We'd like to put together a canoe trip for our Seriligh youth towards the end
of this month. The trip would be down the St. &ror Namekagon rivers and
would take place over a weekend.

Please Contact Nate (689-3121) if you are intedeste trip like this so we can
begin to plan for the number of people interested.

Everyone’s BUSY!Jobs, friends, summer school, whatever it is abbaf youth are busy! In
light of this youth nights have been put on hold tfte summer and will resume our bi-weekly
schedule after Labor Day. Until then we’ll be dpsome activities infrequently. Please let me
know if anyone has interest in a particular agiiviBowling, fishing, pontoon rides, a bonfire
(with s’'mores), or just hanging out and talkinget-ihe know what you're interested in doing this
summer.

Looking Ahead to Next July:

The 2009 ELCA
Youth Gathering

New Orleans, Louisiana

July 22-26, 2009

Jesus Justice Jazz , the theme for the 2009 ELCA

Youth Gathering, draws from the rich faith history,

diverse cultures, and arts of New Orleans. It will

stretch our understanding of what it means to live in
relationship and service with each other in the manner of Christ... for life... wherever we are!

The Gathering program will be different than Gatherings before. Planning teams are working with
local congregations and organizations, young people, and the city to pay attention to what makes the
city of New Orleans unique, as well as better understanding the changes it is going through as the
entire Gulf Coast region continues to recover after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The focus will be on
service and justice as we live our shared reality as Christians: Marked with the cross of Christ forever,
we are claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the world.

What remains the same about the Gathering is that youth and
adults are immersed in worship, music, Bible study, service, learning, play,
prayer, the witness of faithful leaders from around the world, reflection,
caring for others, and new friendships. The Gathering is a time of change
and growth because we gather in the presence of God's Spirit with others
who journey with Jesus.

Humor for July: | like goofing off as much as the nex’ _ <
person so | thought we should add a little humorthis

month’s newsletter. | found the following note oty desk v
and thought it was clever...

Hymns for All Professions

Dentist “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Weatherman “There Shall Be Showers of Blessings”
Contractor “The Church’s One Foundation”
Tailor “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Golfer “There’s a Green Hill Far Away”
Politician “Standing on the Promises”
Optometrist “Open My Eyes That | Might See”
IRS Agent “l Surrender All”
Gossip “Pass it On”
Electrician “Send The Light”
Shopper “Sweet By and By”
Realtor “I've Got a Mansion Just Over the Hilltop”
Massage Therapist “He Touched Me”

Doctor “The Great Physician”

A couple cartoons | got a kick out of...



