Bethany Lutheran Church
Gathering
Pastoral Welcome and Announcements
Dedication of Outdoor Worship Area

Prayer


You make all things good and weave them together in an intricate tapestry of life.  Teach us to respect the fragile balance of life and to care for all of the gifts of your creation.  Guide by your wisdom those who have power and authority, that by the decisions they make, life may be cherished and a good and fruitful earth may continue to show your glory and sing your praises.  You have called each of us to tend and keep the garden of your creation.  Give us wisdom, compassion, and reverence for all your plants and animals who share this planet with us and whose lives make possible our own.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen

Opening Hymn    “For the Beauty of the Earth”
insert   

Prayer of the Day

O Lord, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.  Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  
Amen
We Hear God’s Word     Brian Kaslow
First Lesson                                
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 104:1-24, 31

Second Lesson                    
Romans 14:1-12
Gospel                                             
Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon 

We Respond In Faith
Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the Holy Trinity; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, our creator and redeemer, our merciful judge, the vine in whom we live.

Amen 
Confident of God’s mercy and grace, let us confess our sins to God and one another.               
(Silence for personal reflection) 

Holy and compassionate God,

We have not loved you with our whole hearts; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have failed to worship you with our whole being and to share the feast of grace you give us.  We have not treated and cared for your creation as the holy gift that it is.  We have acted out of selfish ambition rather than the interests of others; we have nursed grudges rather than seeking reconciliation and peace.  Forgive us and renew in us the mind of Christ Jesus, that we may live according to your will.  

Hymn of the Day     “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
insert
Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.  
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church  
“Hear our Prayer”
Sharing of the Peace

Offering
Special Music          “Celebrate God’s Love”             
Choir 
Offertory Response  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
insert
Holy Communion
The Lord’s Prayer                                             

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen.
We Go To Serve
Benediction
Sending Hymn          “This is My Father’s World” 
insert 
Announcements
Welcome to Worship: A special word of welcome to guests in our midst.  Please sign the Guest Register and do come again.  Looking for a church home?  We invite you to become a part of the family of Bethany.

Invitation to Holy Communion:  All who are baptized and believe Jesus is present in the bread and wine and trust in the words “given and shed for you” are welcome to come and partake in the Holy Meal.  Children who do not commune are invited to come with their family and receive a baptismal blessing.

Prayer Request:  Mariam Lang, Gene Lostetter, Eunice Kanne, Jane McLain, Norma Trittelwitz, and Fran Anderson.
Continuing Prayer Concerns: Andy Dahlberg, Eric Hermansen families of military who have served or are currently serving our country. Missionaries Allan & Marie Krahn and family.

We give thanks: we are grateful for and honored to dedicate this outdoor worship area which was created in Memory of the Henry and Anna Erickson family.  
Next Sunday: September 14th we at Bethany will be leading services at CCC and Shady Knoll.  Please join us!  We will meet at CCC at 1:50pm.  All are invited to come and help.
September E-team Event: Bethany Lutheran Picnic & Softball

Sunday has been rescheduled for next Sunday immediately following church at the Grantsburg Elementary softball field.  Bring a picnic for your family, gloves, bats, balls, and sunscreen.  If you have any questions please contact any of the Bethany E-team members.
CCC/Shady Knoll: this afternoon will be leading services at CCC and Shady Knoll.  Please join us!  We will meet at CCC at 1:50pm.  All are invited to come and help.
