Bethany Lutheran Church

22384 State Rd 48/87

P.O. Box 8

Grantsburg, WI 54840

(715) 463-5746

Pastor's home phone number (715) 463-5552
blchurch@grantsburgtelcom.net
www.bethanylutherangrantsburg.org

Sunday Worship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship

Women'’s Circle Meetings for November

Hope.......................... Tuesday November f'1see circle Chair for location.
LOVE.. .ot Wednesday, November™.3 p.m. at church
Faith.............oooo i, Wednesday, November®,ZZ p.m. at church

November, 2008 .... from Bethany Lutheran Church ELCA

Last month the bishops from each of the synodaititrout the ELCA met. In this newsletter | would
like to share with you a letter that came out att thneeting.

Grace and peace to you

As bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church inefica, we are deeply concerned about the
current financial crisis, which is affecting notipour nation but the entire global economy. This
crisis is causing fear and loss in our countryhasisands of families face unemployment, foreclgsure
and uncertainty about savings and pensions. Medawhey struggle to put food on the table and gas
into their cars. The future is uncertain for allusf but it is especially frightening for those wdre
already vulnerable and struggling to survive. Wierobur prayers for those whose lives are being
affected and for our national leaders as they teakidress this complex matter.

We call on all people in our own communities othaand those from every segment of our society
who seek the health of our nation to join in cose#ion and prayer about our collective economic
life, our financial behaviors, and the interconeectess of all life and creation that cries outdo b
reclaimed.

This church has addressed the issues surroundimgic life in its social statement, “Sufficient,
Sustainable Livelihood for All,"Www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-
Statements/Economic-Life.a$pand we encourage the use of this statementay & understand
more fully how the following theological and bikdicprinciples are central as we respond to this
situation.

Concern for People in Poverty

The constitution of the ELCA calls this church &g by “standing with the poor and powerless and
committing itself to their needs.” (ELCA 4.02.0)e are grateful for the pastors and leaders in our
congregations who already have stepped forwardr® for those who are suffering, and we
encourage them to continue this response and taderteadership in the task of turning our attemtio
to the causes and effects of this crisis. We dtedcto work toward an economic system that truly
serves the common good and especially the nedtie pioor. We look for partnership with all those
who seek to address this financial crisis in a tixy also recognizes the humanitarian issues
involved.

Personal and Corporate Responsibility

The ELCA social statement on economic life callsifidividuals to live responsibly and within their
means and to beware of the dangers of over-congumgmd unnecessary accumulation, which draw
us beyond authentic need into excess and deseuntiebtedness. We call on businesses and
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Continued from page 1...

corporations of all sizes to consider the socigllications of company policies and to practice good
stewardship of creation (Genesis 1:26).

The Need for Good Government

We hold and teach that government has an instrahantl constructive role to play in our shared
life. This role includes “limiting or countering maw economic interests and promoting the common
good” (“Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for Allp. 11). We call on government to hold
corporations and other powerful economic actorg@actable for the effects of their practices on
workers, communities, and the environment.

The Benefits and Limits of Free Markets

For many people, the current market-based econ@sypfoven to be effective as a system to meet
material need, generate wealth, and create opptytttowever, we hold and teach that any
economic system should be measured by the degretaich it serves God'’s purposes for humankind
and creation. Those who have been blessed byutg &f our economy are called to be generous in
giving to those who have lost much and to advofmataccountability and appropriate regulation in
this system.

As people of the God who calls us out of fear mbpe and community, we welcome all people into
widespread and respectful discussion about thigoticrisis. In this way we can create partnerships
that will help those whose lives are being shattenred encourage responsibility and integrity in our
national economic life.

As people of faith we pray:

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ dignified owbor by sharing our toil. Guide us with your
justice in the workplace, so that we may never \&athings above people, or surrender honor to
love of gain or lust for power. Prosper all efforte put an end to work that brings no joy, and
teach us how to govern the ways of business tottlien of none and for the sake of the common
good; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Conference of Bishops
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

From the Secretary’s Desk — November 2008

Here we are with yet another month of my mentalaiamgs and fragmented contemplations. | do
hope that these bring you some joy, some thoughltsametimes even some challenges. This month
I'd like to talk about a commonly used word for Monber: Thanksgiving. What is thanksgiving
really? In this secular day and age it evokesghtaiof full stomachs and football games, deer
hunting, being with family, and much more. But,abfs it? It seems as though the meaning has
become muddled in this world but Thanksgiving igesimple: giving thanks.

What are you thankful for today? This month? Tyaar?

I am thankful for many things; | am alive to breathe air, | have a wife that loves me, God has
blessed me with a miraculous little girl and so mowre. Most of all though I'm thankful for Jesus.
It sounds cliché perhaps but without Jesus thdser things would lose their luster. It is becaofke
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection that | cantiyelife as a disciple in this world, and am free t
enjoy the blessings that He has given me. Hebf&n&
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of aithfwho for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and isdaathe right hand of the throne of God.

In an odd twist | am also thankful for the diffictimes in my life; because many of those moments
have shaped and molded me into the person | amy.tddabrews 12:6-11 talks about the times that
we are disciplined in our lives:

For the Lord disciplines him whom he loves, andstisas every son whom he receives." It is
for discipline that you have to endure. God is timgyou as sons; for what son is there whom his
father does not discipline? If you are left withdigcipline, in which all have participated, theouy
are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides,tiie have had earthly fathers to discipline us and
we respected them. Shall we not much more be subjde Father of spirits and live? For they
disciplined us for a short time at their pleasusat he disciplines us for our good, that we maysha
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seesisfpl rather than pleasant; later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who haenlirained by it.

Note the underlined portions here; it reminds ag He disciplines us for our good. | think back to
the times that | was disciplined in my life and wnthat without that difficulty | would not be whele
am today. | was definitely disciplined for my ogood and it brought me to a better path. | am most
certainly thankful for that!

As we move closer to the holiday of Thanksgivigppe and pray that you will consider all of those
things, good and bad, in your life that you arenktfial for and in this, as in all things, that yoe a
reminded of God'’s love for us.

In thanksgiving for the love of Christ,
Nate



Congregational Announcements:

Yes We Can:Do you have bags of aluminum cans at home thatgdieen meaning to get rid of

but can't find the time? Would you like to helgtirouth group attend the National Youth Gathering
in New Orleans? We've got a solution to both @&fsthissues; simply donate your cans to the youth
group! We are taking donations NOW so all you htaveo is bring them to church with you when
you’re headed this way, or if you need them pickpdall Nate 689-3121 or Dave 463-5233.
Advent Devotional: During the Advent season we wait in anticipatiéthe Light coming into the
world. We are looking fol6 more people to share a story of a time when you haveréxpced the
light of Christ in your life. These will be compdento a devotional booklet that will be made
available for all members of Bethany to use duthrgAdvent season leading up to Christmas. The
devotional is intended to be read daily in the hdrom the start of Advent through Christmas Day.
Each story should include a related scripture mpesaad a short prayer. The hope is that this
devotional will help you intentionally celebrateeteeason of Advent in the midst of the often busy
days before Christmas. Please contact Bethany \W@alk&-689-3121) if you are willing to submit a
story. Stories are due by Sunday, November 16. Thaybe emailed to Bethany@LutherPoint.org or
a handwritten copy can be put in her mailbox aredveitl be happy to type it up. Be looking for
your copy of this advent devotion to be availabieNmvember 36. Please help out, share your
story and be a part of this joy-filled devotion.

Flu Shots: The Burnett County Health Department is havingialoer of flu shot clinics in the area

in the coming weeks. The cost is $25 for a Flu,s#0 for a Pneumonia shot. Insurance is accepted

So bring your insurance cards. If you'd like mor®rmation call the health department at 349-7600.
Here is a schedule of the times and locations wiergare available.

Monday, November'3at the Siren Senior Center from 9:30-11am.

Monday, November'8at the Webster Elem. School Cafeteria from 3:455:

Tuesday, Novembef"4at the Northland Community Center from 11-12.

Wednesday, Novembel'&t the Webster Senior Center from 10-11:30.

Thursday, November"6at the Swiss Town Hall — Danbury from 10-11:30.

Friday, November7at the A&H Senior Center from 9:30-11:30.

Monday, November 1bat the Siren Government Center (Rm. 165) from3®5:

L L

It's almost Deer Hunting Time: the biggest thing this month for many hunters in
Wisconsin is that it's prime time to deer hunt.eTdow hunters will begin the month with
the rutting season kicking in. Bucks are chasiogsdand will tend to let their guard
down. Later in the month begins the annual pilge of orange-clad hunters seeking
meat for the freezer or that trophy buck. Justnainder if you hunt in Unit 10 — you'll
need a $12 bonus permit to shoot an antlerless déwes is the only unit nearby that is
not “Herd Control”. Many don’t realize this chanfyem last year and it's our
responsibility as hunters to know the law. Be safé have a great hunt!
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SUB TOTAL: 99.50
GRATUITY: 19.90
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JESUS WAS ALWAYS GETTING HIT BY THE MANDATORY
TIPPING RULE




